National FFA Convention Suggestions
The suggestions in this document have been provided by Ohio teachers of agriculture.  The teachers who submitted the ideas have had a positive experience at the designated location in the past.  Feel free to try these ideas for yourself!

Beef & Boards Dinner Theatre
Location: 9301 N. Michigan Rd., Indianapolis, IN 46268

Phone: (317) 872-9664

Website:  www.beefandboards.com 

Cost: $35-$58

Referred by:  Rose Hartschuh

Comments:  It is an upscale dinner theatre.  For around $30 we enjoyed a nice buffet meal 

followed by an amazing play. 

Tyson Foods Hog Processing Plant
Location:  US Highway 35 Bypass, Logansport, IN  46947

Phone: (574) 722-8625
Website: 

Cost:  

Referred by:  Lucy Bambauer, Holly Jennings, and Chad Berning
Comments:  (Lucy) This is a hog processing facility. The tour allows students to walk on the floor and see almost every step in processing a hog.  It is also a large facility- so the volume of hogs that are processed is also impressive.  (Chad) Great tour…you see everything but the hog being killed.  Good learning experience.  (Holly)  Although a 2 hours drive from Indianapolis, it was well worth the drive.   Students were able to see all aspects of pork processing and learned a lot about by-products made from pork. I would highly recommend this tour.  It is one they still talk about 2 years later.
National Starch (Career Success Tour)

Location:  1515 Drover St., Indianapolis, IN 46221

Phone: (317) 635-4455

Website:  http://www.nationalstarch.com/NationalStarch/
Cost:  $20

Referred by:  Lucy Bambauer

Comments:  National Starch is one of the worlds leading corn starch producers- it is another tour that students get a close up look at the production of the product. Another great feature of this tour is that it is located in downtown Indy- ten minutes from the Convention Center- making it a great tour when you have some time between sessions.
Climb Time Indy

Location:  8750 Corporation Dr., Indianapolis, IN 

Phone:  (317) 596-3330

Website: http://www.climbtimeindy.com/
Cost:  Rates vary; approx. $15
Referred by:  Jennifer Johnston

Comments:  It is located on the Northeast side of the city and offers a quick lesson/free climb to students for 2 hours for $15.00 per student.  Great way to get students tired out for bed on the first night of Convention!  Also, it's a neat way to see which students step up as leaders and which ones are the 'risk takers' in the group.
Career Success Tours (any and all)

Location:  varies

Referred by:  Matt Winkle, Lucy Bambauer, Joann Pfeiffer
Comments:  The career success tours are well organized and there are a lot of ag business/industry sites within a 1.5 hour drive of Indy, like Dow Agrosciences and Red Gold Tomato.  

Horseback riding at Fort Harrison State Park

Location:  5753 Glenn Rd.,  Indianapolis, IN  46216

Phone:  (317) 541-1866

Website:  http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2982.htm
Cost:  $16-$21

Referred by:  Jaime Chenevey

Comments:  The kids love the opportunity to be outside and have a bit of "home" while on the trip.  The park is beautiful and the staff is great!  Relaxing, horseback riding, neat forestry and wildlife examples for students.
Buckeye Bash

Location:  National FFA Convention

Phone:  (614) 466-3076 (Ohio FFA)

Website:  www.ohioffa.org
Cost:  FREE!

Referred by:  Jaime Chenevey

Comments:  This speaks for itself!

Purdue University  
Can participate as a Career Success Tour or by contacting Visitor’s Office (see below)
Location:  504 Northwestern Ave., West Lafayette, IN  47907
Phone: (765) 494-4636
Website: http://www.purdue.edu/vic/ 
Cost: FREE!
Referred by:  Jaime Chenevey and Joann Pfeiffer

Comments:  Gives the kids an opportunity to see a college other than OSU and many are familiar with PU because of the Big Ten.  The tour is well organized and the kids enjoy it!

Caito Foods

Location:  3120 N. Post Rd., Indianapolis, IN  46226

Phone:  (317) 897-2009

Website:  www.caitofoods.com  

Cost:  

Referred by:  Jaime Chenevey

Comments:  An amazing tour of a large scale food distribution and processing center. This is Awesome!
Japanese Steakhouse

Location:  Varies – check for listings in Indy or near your hotel

Phone: N/A

Possible Websites: www.mikadoindy.com; www.indyginza.com ; www.fujiyama-indy.com ; 

www.kazansteakhouse.com 
Cost:  varies

Referred by:  Jaime Chenevey

Comments:  We try to hit one on the trip.  It’s a great "cultural experience" for the kids and fun at the same time!  Kids can split meals, which makes them financially reasonable. 

Bynum Steakhouse

Location:  3850 S Meridian Street, Indianapolis, IN  46217
Phone:   (317) 784-9880
Website:  www.bynumssteakhouse.com 

Cost:  varies
Referred by:  Matt Smith
Comments: This is a great steakhouse just twenty minute south of the convention center.  It is typically not busy and the service is great.
Fair Oaks Farm 

Location:  856 N 600 E. Fair Oaks, Indiana 47943

Phone:  (877) 536-1194
Website:  www.fofarms.com 

Cost:  $4.00

Referred by:  Matt Smith and Tim Lamb
Comments: This tour is a bit of a drive, but it is worth your time.  Great tour from the farm to the fork.
Integrity Biofuels

Location:  780 Industrial Drive, Morristown, Indiana 46161
Phone:  (765) 763-6020
Website:  http://www.integritybiofuels.com
Cost:  

Referred by:  Matt Smith
Comments:  Located an hour and a half southeast of Indianapolis, this tour gives students an explanation of how soybeans are broken down and used for a variety of products.  The tour does not allow you to walk through the plant, but the employees are very knowledge and do their best to make soybeans exciting.  

Pioneer Seeds

Location:  3258 West US Highway 52, Rushville, Indiana 46173

Phone: (765) 932-3911
Website: www.pioneer.com
Cost:

Referred by:  Matt Smith
Comments:  Located an hour and a half southeast of Indianapolis, this tour gives students an explanation of how seed (corn) is selected, sort, categorized, and bagged.  I have been to the factory twice and they do a great job of showing you the process of seed selection from start to finish.  
Iams Company

Location:  6571 State Route 503 North Lewisburg, Ohio 45338

Phone:  (937) 962-2624
Website:  www.iams.com 

Cost:

Referred by:  Matt Smith
Comments:  This is a training and research facility for cats and dog food.  Great tour and employees.  
North American Nutrition & Akey Feed

Location:  6531 St. Rt. 503 N., Lewisburg, Ohio 45338
Phone:  (937) 962-2661

Website:  www.akey.com 

Cost:

Referred by:  Matt Smith
Comments:  Very interesting tour located just before the state line.  This tour gives you an idea of what and why feed additives are used.  They employees will let you smell, taste, and experience this side of animal agriculture in a hands on fashion.  

Ghyslain Chocolates
Location:  350 W. Deerfield Rd., Union City, IN 47390

Phone: 866-449-7524

Website: www.ghyslain.com
Cost: Varies; “Make your own chocolate tour” plus lunch = $22.50

Referred by:  Kellie Warner

Comments:  Students loved the tour – it was very hands-on.  The guide was very informative and friendly.  You can tour the facility without making your own chocolate, which was cheaper.  My students loved making their own chocolate and getting to eat it, though!  If you add on the lunch option, the food is wonderful!

Zaharako’s Historic Ice Cream Parlor

Location:  329 Washington St., Columbus, IN  47201
Phone:  (812) 378-1900
Website:  www.zaharakos.com
Cost:  Tour is free; meal prices vary

Referred by:  Kellie Warner

Comments:  An old-fashioned ice cream parlor and restaurant that dates back to 1900.  Very interesting tour. We had dinner there - very good!  A nice stop if you're doing another tour in Columbus.  Restaurant owner was so excited to give us a tour!
Hunter’s Honey Farm

Location:  6501 W. Honey Ln., Martinsville, IN  46151

Phone:  (765) 537-9430

Website:  http://www.huntershoneyfarm.com
Cost:  $7.00

Referred by:  Kellie Warner and Rose Hartschuh
Comments:  Tour a honey farm, get in the hive with bees, learn how honey is made and bottle your own honey to take home.  Farm owner is a science teacher, so he's great!  The students loved this tour! They were able to learn how honey is collected, and some of the products that are made from it.   It was a good tour and students were able to bottle their own honey.
Not Just Popcorn

Location:  114 E. Main Cross, Edinburgh, IN  46124

Phone:  (812) 526-8256
Website:  www.notjustpopcorn.com
Cost:  

Referred by:  Kellie Warner

Comments:  This is a small popcorn business south of Indy.  The tour takes students through the process of making and packaging hundreds of different flavors of popcorn, which is really fun to see!
Tuttle Orchards

Location:  5717 N. 300 W., Greenfield, IN

Phone: (317) 326-2278
Website: www.tuttleorchards.com
Cost:  

Referred by:  Kellie Warner

Comments:  Our students went on this tour a few years ago.  The students really enjoyed a tour of the orchard and learning about processing the apples grown there.  The tour guide was very informational and friendly.  The orchard is great on a nice fall day!

Keeton Elk Farm

Location:  7838 US 231, Bainbridge, IN  

Phone:  (317) 852-8960

Website:  www.elkfarm.com
Cost: 

Referred by:  Kellie Warner

Comments:  The tour includes a hayride around the elk farm where students learn about how to raise elk and the many uses of elk.  Students have fun on this tour because it’s outside and it’s an interesting animal to learn about!
Jacobs Family Orchard

Location:  4676 N County Rd. 75 W, Newcastle, IN
Phone:  (765) 836-4681
Website:  http://www.jacobsfamilyorchard.com
Cost: $4.00
Referred by:  Kellie Warner

Comments:  This is a typical family orchard, but the tour was very informational and my students got a lot out of it.  The tour guide answered every question that the students had and was very personable.  Students loved being outside at the orchard on a nice fall day as well!

Beck’s Hybrids

Location:  6767 E. 276th St., Atlanta, IN
Phone:  (317) 691-3763
Website:  www.beckshybrids.com
Cost: 

Referred by:  Kellie Warner

Comments:  This tour was one of the best tours we have ever been on!  Beck’s went all out in hosting FFA members.  They had numerous tour stops at their facility, and each presenter that spoke to the students truly taught them about the business, rather than just talking to them.  Students left with a new perspective on how seeds are produced and an appreciation for the careers involved in the process. 

The Journey (restaurant)

Location:  7155 E. 96th St., Indianapolis, IN
Phone:  (317) 578-9933
Website:  http://www.thejourneyin.com 
Cost: Varies
Referred by:  Jessica Helsinger
Comments:  We go to Journey Inn – it has an assortment of Japanese cuisine, which is very different for my kids to experience.
Amtrak trip to Chicago

Location:  Indianapolis to Chicago
Phone:  

Website:  www.amtrak.com 
Cost: Approx. $50 
Referred by:  Kendra Carnegie
Comments:  Every other year I take Amtrak from Indy to Chicago for a day for a cost of under $50. We visit Willis tour and the Chicago Board of Trade. It is exhausting, but once home every student talks and talks about that day.

University of Findlay tour

Location:  Findlay, OH

Phone:  1-800-472-9502
Website:  http://www.findlay.edu 
Cost: 

Referred by: 
Comments:  They have an outstanding (new) Vet Tech program.  I did not know they had this.

Mystery Cafe

Location: 231 South College Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46202
Phone:  (317) 937-9689
Website:  http://www.themysterycafeindy.com 
Cost: Dinner and show $55/person
Referred by: 
Comments:  This was an interactive event for everyone.  The food was good and everyone laughed and had a great time.

Indianapolis Motor Speedway

Location:  4790 W. 16th St., Indianapolis, IN 46222

Phone:  (317) 492-8500
Website:  http://www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com 
Cost: $15/person
Referred by:  
Comments:  Good tour, informative, about an hour.  The kids loved seeing the speedway and being able to actually get out onto the track, into the press box, etc.  

Palomino (restaurant)

Location:  49 W. Maryland St., Indianapolis, IN 46204

Phone:  (317) 974-0400
Website:  www.palomino.com  
Cost: approx. $25/person
Referred by:  
Comments:  Very nice meal – works well with large groups.  Three-course meal around $25.   

Camp Atterbury Military Training Site

Location:  Edinburgh, IN

Phone:  (812) 526-1499
Website:  http://www.campatterbury.in.ng.mil/Home/tabid/298/Default.aspx 
Cost: 

Referred by:  Rick Metzger
Comments:  We visited in 2009 and 2010.  Camp Atterbury has 30,000+ acres.  The tour is a 2-hour bus trip.  We had the funniest, most entertaining tour guide I’ve ever seen.  Weorked out great – pouring rain during the time – so gave a good “outdoor” tour without getting wet.

Canal Junction (CJ) Meats and Cheeses

Location:  18637 St. Rt. 168, Defiance, OH 43512

Phone:  (419) 399-2350
Website:  http://www.cjgrassfed.com 
Cost: 

Referred by:  John Poulson
Comments:  Excellent learning tool if questions are asked.

Harry & Izzy’s (restaurant)

Location:  153 S. Illinois St., Indianapolis, IN 46225 (downtown next to St. Elmo’s)

Phone:  (317) 635-9594
Website:  http://www.harryandizzys.com/main/ 
Cost: We had the “Blue Jacket” special menu – very reasonably priced 
Referred by:  Noah Neiderhouse
Comments:  This was a good mix between white tablecloth and casual dining.  
Marriott Hotel Complex (if staying for American Degrees only)

Location:  Downtown Indy

Phone:  Varies
Website:  www.theplacetobeindy.com 
Cost:  Varies
Referred by:  Suzie Davis
Comments:  If you’re coming for the American Degree session only, stay at the Marriott hotel complex.  The hotels are very nice and you can walk to Lucas Oil Stadium without going outside!  

